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For Mrs. Dudek,
Wherever She Is

Sam Aurelius Milam III
I began school in Boldtville,

Texas, in a situation that re-
sembled the proverbial one
room schoolhouse.  Actually,
the Boldtville school had two
small wooden buildings.  I at-

tended classes in one of them which, as I recall,
housed both the first and second grades, taught
simultaneously by Mrs. Dudek.

Most of us remember things that we learned
from our first and second grade teachers, but
only in the sense that those things formed the
foundation for much of what we learned later.
However, I remember some very specific things
that Mrs. Dudek told us.  I remember how
shocked we were when she explained to us that
we had lost the Civil War.  It’s easy for me, now,
to understand why our parents might not have
mentioned it to us.  Mrs. Dudek also taught
that, in America, you can’t legally be punished
for anything that you believe, say, or advocate,
but only if you actually do something that
causes harm.  She explained that the FBI had
originally been a purely an investigative agency.
Its agents couldn't enforce anything, arrest
anybody, or even carry weapons.  Only local law
enforcement agencies could exercise those pow-
ers.  And, she recalled, one of the evils of the
Nazi regime had been that the Nazi government
had the power to arrest and imprison anyone
who didn’t posses government ID and show it
upon demand.  In America, she said, such a re-
quirement was impossible.  At the time, I
viewed Mrs. Dudek as just another old farm
woman who happened to have found a job as a
teacher.  Now, I can see that she was much
more than that.  Whether or not her statements
were completely accurate, she helped provide a
standard of liberty with which I’ve evaluated
government through all the following years.

Today, I can be imprisoned for conspiring,
advising, advocating, or planning something,

without ever actually harming anyone.  The FBI
can conduct a trumped-up gestapo-style raid,
based on concocted allegations.  The survivors
of the raid (if any) can be imprisoned.  The per-
petrators might receive letters of censure in
their personnel files.  Today, I’m excluded from
almost everything unless I have government-
sanctioned ID.  I can be arrested if I refuse to
provide it upon demand.

Hitler would be envious of what the USA has
become — a repressive police state populated
by nitwits too ignorant or too brainwashed to
have even noticed the transition, or too compla-
cent to even care.  And where is Mrs. Dudek?  I
don’t know.  If she’s still alive, I wonder what she
thinks of it all.  If she’s dead, I expect that she’s
probably turning over in her grave.  In either
case, I offer to her my respect and my gratitude
for the standards and expectations that she
helped to teach me when I was a child.

The most potent weapon in the hands of the
oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.

—South African activist Steve Biko
When we all think alike, no one is thinking

very much. —Walter Lippmann

Notice
Sam Aurelius Milam III

John Webster expects to go on trial in the
near future.  You can review his situation at
http://www.jwebster.com/ and contact him at
jwebster@ix.netcom.com or 408 972-2963.

Mr. Webster needs $25,000 “up front” for his
lawyer.  Contributions or loans would be greatly
appreciated.

Mr. Webster has promised that, in the event
that he receives over half a million dollars in
compensation for the violation of his rights,
money loaned to his legal fund at this time will
be paid back at twice the amount and money
donated will be paid back at three times the
amount.  If he doesn’t receive compensation he
will still make every attempt to pay back loans
at face value.

F r o n t i e r s m a n 
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

T h e  T r u t h  I s  W i t h i n  Y o u 
F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 0 
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sam,

I ask you this because you are a harder core
privacy advocate than me, one of the few who
has gone all the way to living on a cash basis (at
least since the Bank Secrecy Act opened our
accounts to the government — can you say
Newspeak?)

Now some states have come all the way
around to requiring the Social Security Number
on driver licenses.  When my son went in the
military, he did not get a new number to memo-
rize like I did — they use his SSN.  Most big
employers use the SSN as an ID number, as do
most medical plans.

I have been thinking lately that this personal
privacy cow is so far out of the barn she is but a
dust cloud in the distance.

What is our underlying concern?  Why do we
associate privacy with liberty?

The answer to the first question, the social
one, is that we fear the judgments of our neigh-
bors on our financial dealings and our sex lives,
to name two big issues.

The answer to the second question, the politi-
cal one, is that privacy is thought to be neces-
sary to foment revolution.

If we just gave up the privacy hunt and made
ourselves as transparent to each other as we
already are to the government, I think we would
quickly learn that there are few among us enti-
tled to ride a moral high horse.

And the current take on the First Amend-
ment is that we can advocate revolution until
the cows come home.

I am beginning to come around to the idea
that the privacy cow is not coming home. There-
fore, might we embrace our transparency, and
use it by example to force more governmental
transparency?

Even when we try to save privacy with laws,
they get turned around.  I cannot see my own
personnel file without a Freedom of Information
Act request;  the bureaucrat takes the position
that a structure set up to force open govern-
ment files must be used to get in files that were
open before the law was there!  Confidentiality
of mental health records is invoked to keep
lawyers alleging abuse of mental patients from
finding out if other patients were similarly
treated.  Until the courts shot it down, some
doctors were trying to invoke confidentiality of
medical records AGAINST THEIR OWN PA-
TIENTS!

Public servants have never liked answering to
the public, and I suppose that turning laws up-
side down is no great stretch to predict.

I won’t blather on, Sam.  My question is this.
Having lost the personal privacy wars, is it time
to accept defeat or declare victory (whichever)
and go at the other side of the same question,
the government secrecy wars, so we can watch
the government watching us watching the gov-
ernment watching us watching the govern-
ment…. —Steve;  San Antonio, Texas

We associate privacy with liberty because, in
the hands of government, information about us is
power over us.

Regarding revolution, we can advocate it only
so long as the government perceives the advocacy
as harmless.  We cannot conspire to revolt.  The
distinction between advocacy and conspiracy isn’t
much protection against prison and the First
Amendment is largely worthless in that regard.
See my essay, In Search of the Supreme Flaw of
the Land:  The Bill of Rights.  It’s available upon
request.

Regarding your concern that none of us is enti-
tled to “ride a moral high horse,” I like the state-
ment made by Mahasamatman in  Lord of Light,
by Roger Zelazny:  “The personal strengths and
weaknesses of a leader are no true indication of
the merits of his cause.”

In answer to your question, I don’t concede that
we’ve lost the personal privacy wars, although
things don’t look good right now.  However, I’m
uncomfortable telling you what I think you, per-
sonally, should do about it.  I can tell you what I
believe is correct in principle.  I believe that we
should absolutely refuse to use a social security
number for anything except Social Security busi-
ness.  If that prevents us from participating in the
economy, then so be it.  To paraphrase a cher-
ished statement from The Dispossessed, by Ur-
sula K. LeGuin, sacrifice, but never compromise.
For people who won’t go that far, there are the
suggestions that I made in my article Can’t Quit
the Game, in the September 1997 issue.  It’s
available upon request. —editor
Dear Sam

You say: if the people of the US don’t care if
they live under a democracy which is really an
oppressive police state, then THEY deserve a
police state.  Plato’s argument was:  even if the
DEMOCRATIC HERD deserve the tyranny of
democracy, I don’t!  Therefore, I have the right
to set up a more rational, more just system,
which would give the relatively GOOD what
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THEY deserve, & give the foolish, miserable
masses MORE than they deserve.  But actu-
ally, even fools deserve justice, & that’s some-
thing democracy can’t seem to provide to either
the wise few or the foolish many — all are sub-
jected to the will of the vicious demagogues who
constantly dupe the foolish majority, rather
than see that they are provided with a truly
wholesome public education & culture that
might teach them to be less foolish.  So said
Plato 2 millennia ago — could anyone more per-
fectly describe the hell US “freedom” has be-
come?  And US democracy not only enslaves
US citizens, but also an entire world subject to
US hegemony.

In Latin American democracies, modeled on
the US, & subject to CIA & US economic influ-
ence, so many kids starve on the streets that
the democratic cops were slaughtering them
wholesale as a nuisance.  Recently, there has
been a boom in child labor, with a resulting de-
crease in murder by cops, & it hasn’t much af-
fected adult unemployment, which was already
over 50%.  But this is not sanity.

NATO has no business.  Kosovo was Europe’s
business, but Europe can’t jump without asking
Washington: “How high?”  It’s not fair to let 2
million Kosovars be slaughtered, & say it’s none
of the US’s business.  As long as the US insists
on maintaining NATO, under US control, IT IS
THE US’S RESPONSIBILITY!  Chechnya is
different because Russia truly is none of the
US’s business, being beyond the tentacles of
NATO.  The Chechen gangsters were engaged in
plane hi-jacking & extortion years ago — the
Kosovar peasants were never anything like
that.  Recently, the Chechens invaded a neigh-
boring province.

I saw bits on TV with TV spy cameras
recording Peeping Toms’ spy cameras looking up
women’s skirts — not necessarily short — sup-
posedly the camera is placed in a bag on the
ground by a bench, say, & can see up the aver-
age knee-length skirt.  I said:  does TV have
nothing more important to report?  But you
have decided that not only is this newsworthy,
but you must take the side of the Peeping Toms
with spy cameras.  THAT, I think, IS worthy of
comment.  As a libertarian, you still seem to see
freedom as psychopathy, disregarding the En-
lightenment Age concept of freedom:  you have
the right to do as you please SO LONG as you
don’t infringe upon the rights of others.  A
woman’s privates are HER OWN business!

Why do I have to spell this out?  Can it be that
chivalry really IS dead. — present company ex-
cluded — ?

Sincerely —Elliot;  N. Merrick, New York
Whoever is in control of NATO is irrelevant to

the fact that NATO didn’t have the authority to
invade Serbia.  The legitimate authority of
NATO is limited to defending member nations
against invasion.  Serbia should have been be-
yond the “tentacles” of NATO, just as Russia is.

The idea that fools have a right to justice is
only an assumption.  As for setting up your own
government, go ahead and do it.  You’ll find all
the doctrine you need to support yourself in my
essay The Long and Winding Doctrine:  Social
Contract.  Remember, of course, that your gov-
ernment won’t have any authority over me.

A cameraman in public can point his camera
from anywhere toward anything that is visible in
public from any angle.  If a woman wants her
derriere to be private, it’s her responsibility to ac-
complish that.  It isn’t the responsibility of the
cameraman or of the government.  She can easily
do it by how she dresses.  Therefore, she doesn’t
need protectionist legislation intended to regulate
the behavior of men but not that of women.  I’m
not taking the side of peeping toms.  I’m opposing
repressive legislation, enacted with “perverts” as
the excuse, which will repress the “perverts” first
and the rest of us later.  If “perverts” don’t have
rights, then neither do the rest of us.  And if
chivalry is dead, it’s because there isn’t any rea-
son to be chivalrous with a female “person”  who
wants to be “one of the guys”, who wants to prove
she’s a better man than I am, and who’ll sue me
or get me fired if I try to treat her like a woman
instead of like a “person”.  Don’t complain to me
about the death of chivalry.  Complain to the
feminists. —editor
Dear Sam

I really enjoyed the “Exclusion” transcript
from Jeffrey Charles.  I feel this was discrimi-
nation against Jeffrey.  If you’d supply the ad-
dress of that LDS church, I bet a lot of your
readers would write letters to that church and
let them know we disapprove of their actions.
What do you say?

—Tom;  Redwood Shores, California
Peter Cannon
Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints
Shelley ID Stake
325 East Locust Ave.
Shelley, Idaho  83274

Oscar McConkie
Kirton & McConkie, P.C.
1800 Eagle Gate
60 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah

84118
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Buck Hunter Shoots Off His Mouth
Dear Buck

Do you have the flu this season?
—Local Doctor

Dear Local Doctor
No, Doc.  Last time I visited your place you

still had it connected to your stove.
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regularly printing reviews of the Frontiersman.

—editor

US Air Force Communications Difficulties
Source Unknown — forwarded by Sir John the Generous
• Problem — Evidence of leak on right main
landing gear.  Solution — Evidence removed.
• Problem — Dead bugs on windshield.  Solution
— Live bugs on order.
• Problem — Autopilot in altitude hold mode
produces a 200 fpm descent.  Solution — Can-
not reproduce problem on ground.
• Problem — IFF inoperative. (Information
Friend or Foe).  Solution — IFF always inopera-
tive in OFF mode.
• Problem — DME volume unbelievably loud.
Solution — Volume set to more believable level.
• Problem — Friction locks cause throttle
levers to stick.  Solution — That’s what they’re
there for.

Frontiersman
Cancellations — If you don’t want to keep receiving

this newsletter, print REFUSED, RETURN TO
SENDER above your name and address, cross out your
name and address, and return the newsletter.  When I
receive it, I’ll terminate your subscription.  You may also
cancel by letter, e-mail, carrier pigeon, or any other
method that gets the message to me.

Back Issues — Back issues or extra copies of this
newsletter are available upon request.

Reprint Policy — Permission is hereby granted to
reproduce this newsletter in its entirety or to reproduce
material from it, provided that the reproduction is accu-
rate and that proper credit is given.  Please note that I
do not have the authority to give permission to reprint
material that I have reprinted from other publications.
For that permission, you must go to the original source.
I would appreciate receiving a courtesy copy of any doc-

ument or publication in which you reprint my material.
Submissions — I solicit letters, articles, and cartoons

for the newsletter, but I don’t pay for them.  Short items
are more likely to be printed.  I suggest that letters and
articles be shorter than 500 words, but that’s flexible
depending on space available and the content of the
piece.  I give credit for all items printed unless the au-
thor specifies otherwise.

Payment — This newsletter isn’t for sale.  If you care
to make a voluntary contribution, you may do so.  The
continued existence of the newsletter will depend, in
part, on such contributions.  I accept cash and U.S.
postage stamps.  I will accept checks or money orders
only by prior arrangement.  I don’t accept anything that
will smell bad by the time it arrives or anything that re-
quires me to provide ID or a signature to receive it.  In
case anybody is curious, I also accept gold, silver, plat-
inum, etc.  I’m sure you get the idea.

—Sam Aurelius Milam III, editor
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More people are killed
by cops than by

terrorists.

Nation in Distress

http://www.jwebster.com/
http://the-worldwide-affiliate-network.com/
http://frontiersman.org.uk/

