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Better Idea
Sam Aurelius Milam III

Elections are a stupid way
to determine who gets to hold
office.  Although that fact
hasn’t been generally recog-
nized, it has long been noted.

“A democracy cannot exist as a
permanent form of government.  It

can only exist until the voters discover that they can vote
themselves largesse from the public treasury.  From
that moment on, the majority always votes for the can-
didates promising them the most benefits from the pub-
lic treasury, with the result that a democracy always col-
lapses over a loose fiscal policy, always followed by a
dictatorship.....”

—Alexander Fraser Tytler, Scottish economist, 1776
Source:  http://www.homosapiens.net/

Do voters vote for a candidate who tells them
that they need to work hard, save money, con-
tribute, sacrifice, and tolerate the different atti-
tudes of others?  Of course not.  Voters vote for
candidates who promise them cheap medicine,
food, fuel, or whatever else they might want, and
who promise to punish other people, with differ-
ent beliefs, of whose behavior the voters disap-
prove.  Among the results are lazy intolerant
voters, powerful repressive government, phoney
“money” in an economy based on the vapor
standard, and prisons full of innocent people.

Apologists for democracy like to claim that it
isn’t perfect, it’s just the best system available.
That, of course, isn’t much of a recommenda-
tion.  Democracy doesn’t need to be very good in
order to be better than the various authoritar-
ian alternatives.  However, I have a better idea.

Instead of elections, why not have selections?
By that I mean officeholders could be chosen by
lot.  Just let the candidates put their names “in
the hat” and then choose winners by drawing
names.  Well, why not?

Since there wouldn’t be any need to win votes,
then there wouldn’t have to be campaigns.  With
no more campaigns, there wouldn’t be any more
campaign promises, campaign finance prob-

lems, or political parties.  Those and all of the
other evils of elections would be eliminated.  The
results might not be any better, but they prob-
ably wouldn’t be any worse, either.

How can the selection process be controlled,
so it’s fair?  I have the answer to that, too.  Ev-
ery name that goes into the hat constitutes a
contractual obligation — and this part must be
constitutionally specified, so it will be immune to
legislative and judicial tampering.  Every name
in the hat is an obligation.  Every candidate who
doesn’t get selected for the office for which he
made a bid must serve, for the duration of that
term of office, on the Selection Committee.  It
will be the job of the Selection Committee to run
the next selection.  Thus, if somebody feels that
he was cheated by an unfair selection, he has
the opportunity to correct the problem next
time around.  Furthermore, he knows that he’d
better do it right, because the people who lose
during his stint on the Selection Committee will
be running things the time after that.  All the
incentives in the system will tend to promote a
fair and impartial selection process.  That’s a
far cry from the incentives built into the present
election system.

There’s one final issue.  Who can be a candi-
date?  Anybody except current Selection Com-
mittee members — felons, pedophiles, children,
women, priests, Muslims, Jews, even lawyers.
That, also, must be constitutionally mandated,
or the reformers will prohibit participation by
some despised minority, and then the whole sys-
tem will deteriorate.  Given universal access,
there will never be any segment of the popula-
tion that will go for long without representation.
The more aggrieved the members of a segment
of the population feel, the more of them will
throw their names into the hat.  Again, the in-
centives are such that the system will inher-
ently correct any injustices that might arise.

Will it happen?  Of course not.  Only the peo-
ple would benefit.  Only the present “establish-
ment” would be harmed.  The present system
will never allow such a thing to happen.

F r o n t i e r s m a n 
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To Each His Own
Sam Aurelius Milam III

The recent commotion regarding misbehavior
by Catholic priests has really caused a frenzy
among the anti-pedophilia crowd.  Now they’ll
point with righteous glee and demand an ever
increasing authority to monitor and regulate ev-
erybody else’s behavior.  Nobody seems brave
enough to stand up to them or to question their
assumptions.

I’m not familiar with the consequences of
“molestation” among young boys.  However, I’ve
had several girlfriends who were “molested”
when they were young and, without exception, I
haven’t observed any indication of any physical
harm resulting from the “molestation”.  I’ve
seen lots of emotional harm, but no physical
harm.  Most people seem unwilling to acknowl-
edge the distinction or to ponder its implications.

If sexual “molestation” didn’t cause any
physical harm in the cases that I observed,
then it seems that sexual “molestation”, in and
of itself, doesn’t necessarily cause physical
harm.  It seems equally obvious that the emo-
tional harm isn’t caused by the physical behav-
ior but by the emotional context in which such
behavior occurs.  It’s caused by the covert
manner in which the behavior is conducted, the
threats, the fears of discovery, and the horrified
condemnations when the behavior is discovered.
Such an emotional context would cause emo-
tional harm to result from almost any form of
behavior.  Harm caused by sexual “molestation”
doesn’t have much to do with the fact that the
behavior is sexual.  It has a lot to do with the
immorality and perversion that have been arbi-
trarily assigned to such behavior.  Such reason-
ing suggests the belief that the harm isn’t
caused by the adult who engages in sexual
“molestation” but by the adults who previously
defined such behavior as despicable, and by oth-
ers who condemn such behavior and all involved,
when the behavior is discovered.

The proscription against sexual “molestation”
isn’t based on sound biological or psychological
facts.  It’s based on religious assumptions re-
garding sin.  It hasn’t been imposed for the good
of the children, but for the sake of evangelism.
The results haven’t been beneficial.  They have
been terrible.  So, here are some suggestions.
Let’s quit punishing the “molesters” and, in-

stead, focus on solving the problem.  We can
begin by addressing the undue influence of the
evangelists who have imposed their assump-
tions regarding sin on everyone else.  We can
also review the arbitrary age limits defining the
difference between children and adults.  We
won’t solve the problem overnight, but we can
begin.  In the end, sexual activity involving
young people might turn out to be a pleasant
experience for all involved, and not harmful at
all.  People can then restrict activities of their
own children, or not, according to their own be-
liefs.  To each his own.  What a wild idea.
Laissez Faire Flea Market
Sam Aurelius Milam III

Sometime during 1999, I decided to offer some
things for sale on eBay.  I was disgusted to dis-
cover that eBay policy required sellers to have a
credit card.  I don’t have a credit card and I don’t
want one.  I regard credit cards as one un-
healthy aspect of a sick economy.

I found another internet auction, the name of
which I have since forgotten.  It didn’t require a
seller to have a credit card, so I began offering
things for sale there.  Shortly thereafter, that
auction changed its policy, requiring sellers to
have a credit card.

In disgust, I gave up on the internet auctions
and, on Tuesday, January 11, 2000, I launched
my own internet flea market, the Laissez Faire
Flea Market.  Since then, I’ve offered a lot of
things for sale there.  The flea market began
with one booth and now has seven booths.

If you would like to open a booth in the Lais-
sez Faire Flea Market, please contact me.  If
you want a booth but don’t know how to write
the code, or just don’t want to bother, maybe we
can arrange for me to do it for you, for a fee. $

Help me defend liberty.
• Make and distribute extra copies of the
Frontiersman.
• Publicize Pharos:
http://www.ida.net/users/pharos/
• Shop at Moonlight Sales:
http://homepage.mac.com/moonlight_sales/
Moonlight_ Sales.html
• Send cash contributions (no checks,
please) to Frontiersman, 479 E. 700 N., Firth,
Idaho  83236.
• Seek liberty in your own life.
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Letters to the Editor
I just got a letter from the California De-

partment of Transportation.  It contained a
survey saying that since I had been driving on
Highway 14 (near Edwards Air Force Base) at
thus and so time, could I rate how things were
on the road.  And while I am at it, tell them some
“facts” about my life.

So how did they know I was driving there and
at those times?

Some new surveillance technology??
Welcome to the land o’ the free...

—Joseph;  Burbank, California

This letter was in response to “Judicial Impe-
rialism”, April 2002. —editor

Hi Sam. ...  I just reviewed your latest version
of the April Frontiersman.  I like your front page
article, however, it got me thinking....  I recently
saw an educational program about the Roman
empire, and the similarities between the modern
“New World Order” and Rome of the Caesars is
amazing.  Then as now, a PRETENSE of local
sovereignty was maintained — but it was only a
fiction, designed to lull the masses into thinking
that Rome was a Republic, etc.

—Sir Donald the Elusive

A good newsletter.  I especially like your reply
to Thomas R Richards <achilles48@juno.com>

—Sir James the bold

This letter was in response to the story “Ladies
Man”, April 2002. —editor

The scary thing is that without “conditioning”
we are getting to where you described in the
story.  Perhaps you ought to submit it to Play-
boy or something?

Heh heh. —Joseph;  Burbank, California

There is a quiet hate crime in america.  It is
very cleverly designed to divide the population
almost in half.  The hate mongers first demonize
the victims so that there is little public outcry
when they strike.  It’s alright sir, you just have
to wear this armband with the yellow star of
david on it for your own protection.  It is coming
into the final stage even now, the stealing of
massive amounts of personal possessions, the
mass incarcerations and the attempt to isolate
them from the “good” people.  There is no public
outcry against this crime, oddly enough it is the
“good” people clamoring for even more arrests,
and it is the government committing the crimes.
We are systematically robbing a segment of the
population of their freedom, their money and

even their self respect.  We steal so much from
them that some of them are forced into violent
crime just to survive.  As soon as this group has
been silenced they will select another victim to
divide the population once again, will it be your
group?  Will there be anyone left to help you if
is?  It is time to stop this crime, pay back the
victims and incarcerate the real criminals,
congress and the department of justice.  They
have certainly built enough jail cells lately to
handle the load.  Even now, somewhere there is
probably a covert factory making armbands
with a marijuana leaf on them.  There are solu-
tions, one is to stop buying american products
until all the “sin” laws are repealed.  more can
be found at email <locomukwa@core.com>.
Thank You, —Jerry

Incrementalism works.  It worked in convert-
ing rights into privileges.  It is now working in
reducing privileges.  It is even working in using
the tax laws to modify behavior.  The congress
has a game they like to play.  It is called impos-
ing sin taxes for fun and profit.  Want to reduce
the use of alcohol and tobacco?  Impose a sin
tax.  Want to reduce the use of sugar?  Impose a
sin tax on soda and candy.1  Does it work?  No.
It just makes it more expensive.  What is next?
Sin taxes on coffee and tea?  Perhaps when
things get this much out of hand there may be a
new tea party and we may be voting for repre-
sentatives to a Constitutional Convention that
will be expected to create our next government.

May the future be kind to you.
—Sir James the Bold

In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist.  Then
they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up because I
wasn’t a Jew.  Then they came for the trade unionists,
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up
because I was a Protestant.  Then they came for me,
and by that time no one was left to speak up.

—Attributed to Martin Niemoeller
(1892-1984)

In America they came first for the pedophiles, and I
didn’t speak up because I liked older women.  Then
they came for the drug pushers, and I didn’t speak up
because I was a beer drinker.  Then they came for the
cultists, and I didn’t speak up because I was a
Lutheran.  Then they came for the tobacco producers,
and I didn’t speak up because I worked for Lockheed.
Then they came for me, and by that time no one was
left to speak up. —survivor of a SWAT team assault

(the near future)
                                                                                                                                                

1 Libertarian Party Press Releases , April 1, 2002,
Proposed ‘fat tax’ on soda is start of a nationwide 'War
on Fat' by politicians
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Newspaper Headlines in the Year 2035
Original source unknown.  Forwarded by Steve, of Fremont,
California

• Average height of NBA players now nine feet
seven inches.
• Microsoft announces it has perfected its
newest version of Windows so it crashes
BEFORE installation is completed.

Newspaper Headlines in the Year 2035
(continued)
• New California law requires that all nail
clippers, screwdrivers, and baseball bats be
registered by January 2036.
Buck Hunter Shoots Off His Mouth
Dear Buck

I bought a used computer at a flea market —
no guarantee or customer support.  Now, the
cursor has vanished.  What can I do?

—Frustrated
Dear Frustrated

I know a lot of people curse their computers,
but I didn’t know the computers were supposed
to be able to curse back.  Maybe you should just
count your blessings.

Frontiersman
Cancellations — If you don’t want to keep receiving

this newsletter, print REFUSED, RETURN TO
SENDER above your name and address, cross out your
name and address, and return the newsletter.  When I
receive it, I’ll terminate your subscription.  You may also
cancel by letter, e-mail, carrier pigeon, or any other
method that gets the message to me.

Back Issues — Back issues or extra copies of this
newsletter are available upon request.

Reprint Policy — Permission is hereby granted to
reproduce this newsletter in its entirety or to reproduce
material from it, provided that the reproduction is
accurate and that proper credit is given.  Please note
that I do not have the authority to give permission to
reprint material that I have reprinted from other
sources.  For that permission, you must go to the origi-
nal source.  I would appreciate receiving a courtesy copy
of any document or publication in which you reprint my

material.
Submissions — I solicit letters, articles, and cartoons

for the newsletter, but I don’t pay for them.  Short items
are more likely to be printed.  I suggest that letters and
articles be shorter than 500 words, but that’s flexible
depending on space available and the content of the
piece.  I give credit for all items printed unless the au-
thor specifies otherwise.

Payment — This newsletter isn’t for sale.  If you care
to make a voluntary contribution, you may do so.  The
continued existence of the newsletter will depend, in
part, on such contributions.  I accept cash and U.S.
postage stamps.  I will accept checks or money orders
only by prior arrangement.  I don’t accept anything that
will smell bad by the time it arrives or anything that re-
quires me to provide ID or a signature to receive it.  In
case anybody is curious, I also accept gold, silver, plat-
inum, etc.  I’m sure you get the idea.

—Sam Aurelius Milam III, editor

Frontiersman
479 E. 700 N.
Firth, Idaho  83236

Don’t register.

Nation in Distress


