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The Difference
Sam Aurelius Milam III

I believe that the 9/11 at-
tacks were planned and exe-
cuted by members of a secret
agency or coalition within
the U.S. government.  People
who believe as I do are often
derided as conspiracy theo-
rists.  The use of the term is
intended to promote the idea

that, since we’re conspiracy theorists, we’re
fools, and our opinions aren’t worthy of consid-
eration.

The people who scoff and sneer at us believe

that the 9/11 attacks were planned and exe-
cuted by Muslims.  They believe that the Mus-
lims planned the attacks in secret.  Well, isn’t
that a conspiracy?  You bet it is.  So, the scof-
fers who ridicule people like me for being con-
spiracy theorists are, themselves, conspiracy
theorists.

The implication is that, if it’s a conspiracy of
Muslims, then it’s okay to call it a conspiracy,
and being a conspiracy theorist is patriotic but,
if it’s a conspiracy of Americans, then calling it
a conspiracy is treason, and being a conspiracy
theorist is foolish.  Here’s the difference.  Some
conspiracy theorists (them) are hypocrites, and
other conspiracy theorists (us) are not.

The Thing
Sam Aurelius Milam III

I found this in Wikipedia.
Receiving light and other signals from distant

astronomical sources can even take much
longer.  For example, it has taken 13 billion
(13x109) years for light to travel to Earth from
the faraway galaxies viewed in the Hubble Ultra
Deep Field images...  Those photographs, taken
today, capture images of the galaxies as they
appeared 13 billion years ago, when the uni-
verse was less than a billion years old....

—from    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speed_of_light  
as of Friday, May 17, 2019

If the light that we see today left those galax-
ies 13 billion years ago, when the universe was
only a billion years old, then the galaxies
couldn’t possibly have been 13 billion light
years away from here when the light left them.
Here’s why.

If the Big Bang really happened then, even
travelling at the speed of light, nothing could
have travelled  more than a billion light years
from the point of origin during the first billion
years of the universe.  If the universe was only
a billion years old when the light left those gal-
axies, then they couldn’t possibly have been 13
billion light-years away from anywhere.  The
universe wasn’t that big yet.  They couldn’t
have been more than 2 billion light-years away
from anything.  If the universe was only a bil-
lion years old when the light left those galaxies,
13 billion years ago, then that light would be
long gone by now.  So, if the Big Bang theory is
correct, then we can’t possibly be seeing those
galaxies as they were, where they were, 13 bil-
lion years ago.

The logically necessary conclusions are that
the Big Bang didn’t happen, the universe isn’t
expanding, and the view hasn’t changed much.
The galaxies are still approximately where they
were, 13 billion years ago.  We’re seeing galax-
ies that were 13 billion light years away, 13 bil-
lion years ago, when the light left them.  We’re
seeing them the way that they were and where
they were, when the light left them.

I expect that the scientists will trot out some
harebrained yarn about why it took 13 billion
years for the light to travel a billion light years,
and why we’re now seeing those galaxies the
way that they’ll look 12 billion years after the
light left them.  There’ll be some warped aether
theory, complete with multidimensional portals
and gravitational vortices.  Scientists are good
at that kind of nonsensical complexity.  It con-
fuses people, enhances the scientists’ egos, and
promotes their job security.

Here’s the thing.  Even in science, simplicity
is a great virtue but, among scientists, it seems
to be a lost art.  In fact, the universe is very dif-
ferent from what the scientists are telling us.
See Cosmology and the Law of Parsimony.  It’s
available in Pharos.
Smitten With Embarrassment Department
(Seldom Used)
Sam Aurelius Milam III

In Two Kings, Two Stories, Few Answers, on
page 2 of the May issue, I made the statement
“... the behaviors of kings is, and has been....”
It should have been “... the behaviors of kings
are, and have been....”

I’m smitten with embarrassment. —editor

F r o n t i e r s m a n
F a c i n g  t h e  t r u t h ,  h o w e v e r  g r e a t  t h e  c o s t .
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Rethinking Television
Sam Aurelius Milam III

All progress is change but not all change is
progress. —Sam Aurelius Milam, Jr.

Not blind opposition to progress, but opposi-
tion to blind progress. —John Muir

Progress is our most important problem.
—Bob Donselman

After a good many years of using cable TV, I
recently switched back to using an antenna.
Most people will wonder why.  The only advan-
tage that they might perceive is one of cost.  I
didn’t keep a strict account, but I expect that
the project probably cost about the same as a
month or so of the cable bill.  After that, it’s
free.  So, cost is, indeed, an advantage.

Many people will bemoan the smaller num-
ber of channels that are available with an an-
tenna.  There is that disadvantage.  I never
tried to count the number of cable channels
that were available, but the channel numbers
went up into the thousands.  I doubt if there’s
anybody on the entire planet who needs that
many channels.  I never watched more than
about six of them.  Using my antenna, I get
about 8 to about 24 channels, depending on
conditions.  I don’t watch more than about six
of them.  When I made the change to antenna, I
lost a few good channels.  I regret the loss, but
I’m getting by without them.  It’s more likely
now that I’ll turn on the television and find
that there isn’t anything on that I want to
watch.  That’s okay.  There are a lot of other
things that I can do besides watch television.

Another disadvantage of using an antenna is
that the signal strength varies according to
conditions.  However, that turned out to be
educational.  It brought to my attention a dis-
advantage of digital broadcasting, as compared
to analog broadcasting, of which I’d previously
been unaware.  For a large part of my life, I
watched programs that were broadcast using
analog technology.  With analog broadcasts, a
weak signal is still usable.  The picture might
be faint or fuzzy, but you can still watch the
program.  A weak digital signal is useless.  It’s
either a screen full of colored squares, a blank
screen, or, more likely, a false message an-
nouncing “no signal”.  The message is false be-
cause there is a signal.  It’s just a weak signal.
With analog, you can still watch the program.
A weak analog program is preferable to a miss-
ing digital program, and vastly preferable to a
digital program that keeps switching on and
off, throughout the program.

The change also brought to my attention a
disadvantage of the present channel selection
system.  Previously, back during the days of

analog broadcasting, I could just select a chan-
nel and watch the program.  If there wasn’t a
station broadcasting on that channel, then it
wasn’t a problem.  I could just select a different
channel.  Things were a lot simpler back then.
See my article Ding-a-Ling Design, in the No-
vember 2017 issue.

By the way, on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
Dingaling II, the kitchen timer mentioned in
Ding-a-Ling Design, broke.  I couldn’t fix it.
Thus, its useful operating life ended after about
52 years, a remarkable achievement in an age
of forced obsolescence.  On Friday, May 24,
2019, I acquired Dingaling III, a simple,
spring-driven kitchen timer, similar to Dingal-
ing II.  Sometimes, simplicity can still be found.

Anyway, selecting channels today is unnec-
essarily complicated.  I can’t just select a chan-
nel.  I have to run a channel setup procedure
first.  That procedure scans, looking for chan-
nels, as if I’m not smart enough to find them
for myself.  It makes a list, inside of the televi-
sion.  The television refuses to show any chan-
nel that isn’t in its list, even if the channel is
available and I manually type in the channel
number.  In fact, the television will refuse to
show any channels at all until I run the chan-
nel setup procedure.  I can’t manually add an
antenna channel number to the list.  I’m re-
quired to use the channel setup procedure.  The
same thing is true for video machines as for
televisions.  Maybe it’s an anti-antenna con-
spiracy within the cable establishment.  Maybe
it’s just stupidity, of which there seems to be an
abundance.

Indeed, the designers who established the
channel setup procedure must have been nit-
wits.  When I run the procedure, predictably, it
misses a few of the weaker signals.  It doesn’t
add those channel numbers to the list.  The
next time that I run the procedure, it misses a
different few of the weaker signals.  If it would
just add missing numbers each time, then that
wouldn’t be so bad.  I could run the procedure
several times and accumulate a complete list of
available channels.  The nitwits didn’t design it
that way.  Each time that I run the procedure,
it erases the previous list and starts over from
scratch.  So, I never get a complete list.  The
whole idea of requiring a channel setup proce-
dure is stupid.  It should be optional.  I should
be able to just select a channel.  Given that
they made the procedure mandatory, they
should at least have made it work correctly.

It’s even worse than that.  My antenna is
pointed toward Atlanta.  So, I have Atlanta
channel numbers in my list.  If I was to rotate
the antenna toward Athens, then my TV →
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wouldn’t receive any channels at all because
the Athens channel numbers aren’t in the list.
I’d have to run the channel setup procedure
again.  That would erase the Atlanta channel
numbers.  Then, if I rotated the antenna back
toward Atlanta, I’d have to run the channel
setup procedure again, to receive the Atlanta
channels.  Since it’s impossible to run it several
times and fill in the blanks, there will always
be potentially available channels that are miss-
ing from the list.  That makes the idea of rotary
antennas worthless.  Why do they even bother
to sell them?  Fortunately, I bought one of the
non-rotary kind.  The people who designed the
channel setup procedure would have been more
useful if they’d spent their time, instead, clear-
ing unexploded land mines in former war
zones.  On that thought, I’ll digress briefly.

It should be easy to design land mines to be
self-disarming, after some period of time.
Something as simple as battery-powered arm-
ing devices might work.  Batteries eventually
run down.  Of course, in this age of excess
technological complexity, it would inevitably be
more complicated than that, but it should still
be feasible.  Instead, land mines are designed
to be permanently active, killing or mutilating
the families and livestock of impoverished
farmers who’re trying to survive in the after-
math of one stupid war or another.  The de-
signers of the land mines ought to all be sent
out into the mine fields, after each war, to clear
their unexploded land mines.  If they knew
that they were going to have to do that, then
they’d think of better designs.

Back to antennas.  One advantage of using
an antenna, instead of cable TV, is the lack of

an account.  I don’t have to notify anybody, sign
up for anything, or provide any information.
There isn’t a service provider who knows who I
am, where I live, what channels I like, what
shows I watch, or when I watch them.  I don’t
need a bank account or a Social Security num-
ber.  Nobody checks my background.

Yet another advantage follows from the fact
that my antenna is a passive device.  It doesn’t
broadcast.  It doesn’t send any signals at all.  It
only receives.  Thus, I’m completely invisible to
the broadcasters.  They don’t have any clue
that I’m watching their programs, where I live,
or even that I exist.

What about video on demand?  I don’t need
such a service.  I have more than 1500 videos,
Beta, VHS, and DVD.  See the pictures.  Since I
mentioned Beta and VHS, I’ll digress again.

Beta and VHS aren’t obsolete.  They’re al-
ternatives.  It was the marketing persuaders
who told us otherwise.  They did that to ma-
nipulate us into throwing our entire collections
of videocassettes and VCR’s into the landfills,
and buying whole new collections of DVD’s and
DVD players.  The benefit to us, as customers,
was minimal, if there was any benefit at all,
which is a matter of opinion.  The benefit to the
marketers was huge.  In The Hidden Persuad-
ers, © 1957, Vance Packard commented, in
Chapter 16, “The drive to create psychological
obsolescence by the double-barreled strategy of
(1) making the public style-conscious, and then
(2) switching styles, began extending in 1956 to
all sorts of home appliances.”  That was more
than 60 years ago.  The techniques of manipu-
lation are as insidious now as they were then,
and the people are just as gullible. →

An Alternative Video on Demand More Video on Demand
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Anyway, 1500 videos is probably more than
I’ll be able to watch for the rest of my life.
There are videos in the collection that I haven’t
even watched yet and others that I don’t even
remember from the titles.  If I want to watch
something that isn’t in my collection, then I’ll
buy it.  Some people will object that they don’t
want to have so many videos in the way.  I con-
sider bookcases full of videos to be a good use of
space, and I don’t want to have some nosey
service provider keeping track of what I watch.
We should each be able to make those kinds of
choices for ourselves.  I’ve made mine.  It seems
that most other people have been strongly in-
fluenced by the marketing persuaders and that
they’re completely happy with a waste econ-
omy, operating to their detriment, and driven
by forced obsolescence.

Well, what about DVR?  How can a civilized
human being possibly survive without DVR?
No problem.  My TV antenna connects directly
to the back of my video machine, just like in
the old days.  Back then, the cable box was
nothing more than a descrambler.  It didn’t in-
clude a tuner.  The marketing persuaders
added the tuner as a tactic for getting addi-
tional funds from their customers.  This is how
that worked.

Back in the old days, I could program my
video machine to record several programs, one
after the other, on the same tape, at different

times, and from different channels.  After the
marketing persuaders added tuners to the ca-
ble boxes, that was no longer possible.  Chan-
nels were available to my recorder, from the
cable box, only one at a time.  So, I had to get
up in the middle of the night to change the
channel on the cable box.  The solution?  DVR!
Of course!  The marketing persuaders deprived
me of something that I could already do and
then offered to replace it with their new serv-
ice.  I’ve been thoroughly disgusted with them
ever since, and with their customers, who were
too stupid to recognize that it was a scam, and
who thought that they were getting a wonder-
ful new feature.

Ultimately, the most important benefit of us-
ing an antenna is that watching the television
no longer makes me vulnerable to surveillance.
Even if cable boxes weren’t surveillance de-
vices, the voice-operated remote controls cer-
tainly are.  See my articles A Dark Road, in the
May 2016 issue, and A Question of Intelligence,
in the January 2017 issue.  Also, watch my
NCIS video clip titled Voice Control.  It’s avail-
able in The Frontiersman Website, in the Vid-
eos section.  I’ll concede that the government
agencies can still spy on me, but not through
my television.  That’s a step in the right direc-
tion.  Now that I’ve deprived them of that
means of surveillance, I can start pondering
what to do about some of the others.

Letters to the Editor
Frontiersman,

It’s that time of the year whenever those
pesky flies are returning with a vengeance, and
here is a fun cheap way that you can do your
part to destroy them.

Get yourself an empty plastic 2 liter soda
bottle, and fill it with 1 cup of sugar, and 1 cup
of vinegar, and 1/2 gallon of water, and hang it
outside in a shady area, by a piece of wire or
string around the top neck of the bottle with
the lid off it.  Then within a few days, the bottle
should be completely filled to the top with dead
flies, then you empty out the dead flies, and
you repeat the process by refilling the bottle
with this same mixture, just be careful where
you dump out the dead flies because the vine-
gar will kill your grass or plants.

—H. L., a prisoner
While I was at Mere Keep, I killed the flies

that got into my shop by putting a thin layer of
used engine oil in a cookie sheet.  The flies
landed on it and got stuck.  I recycled them,
along with the oil, down at the gas station.

After the California legislature declared that
used engine oil was a hazardous substance,

handling it became a lot more expensive.  The
guy at the gas station couldn’t afford to recycle
oil any more.  I had to start pouring mine on my
firewood.  The guy at the gas station started
putting his in empty plastic milk bottles, and
hiding them in the dumpster. —editor
Sam, Greetings!

...This process of preparing for the “Board” is
very frustrating.  For 25 years “lifers” could not
participate in “rehabilitation” & now the “pun-
ishment” is not enough & at this age, no reha-
bilitation will do any good!

Take care, your friend, —E. E., a prisoner
Dear Sam

Hello man, how are you?  I’m as well as can
be expected.  I enjoy tossing ideas at you and
pondering your responses.  I was going through
the April Frontiersman again.  In what Tom,
from Redwood City said [Letters to the Editor,
page 2] gave me a chuckle.  He said, he would
expect a church that instills guilt and fear to
have a very limited attendance.  “Guilt and
fear”, isn’t that what the foundation of the
Catholic Church is built on, as well as Seventh
Day Adventist, Mormon, etc.  I could go on, but
you get my point. →
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In regards to the prisoner who mentioned
HAARP [Letters to the Editor, page 2], if one
wants an interesting journey, research it.  It
will lead you and connect stories such as the
“Montauk Project” out of Montauk New York,
and further back to the Philadelphia experi-
ment and when and if you ever get possession
of your “NEAR” spacecraft, I call “Shotgun”!
And after much thought about it, that one pris-
oner does make an interesting point [Letters to
the Editor, page 2]!  Not once have I ever heard
of an alien abduction of a prisoner.  Many a
prisoner might have been abducted and probed
but ET wasn’t the culprit.

I find it weird that Venus has no moons.
Even little Mars snagged a few little brothers.

Your comments that hollow metal spheres
may occur naturally after some thought holds
weight.  “Round” is a natural shape in an envi-
ronment with no gravity.  Molten metals layer
themselves according to how heavy they are.
What if our hollow metal moon is nothing more
than a “fart” from the sun.  Anywho, I hope you
are doing well.  Bye for now friend.

—S. H., a prisoner
As I noted in my editorial reply, guilt and

fear are what religion uses to sustain itself.
In low gravity, there isn’t much of a reason

for a body to be spherical.  A body will be
spherical if it’s large enough to produce a suffi-
cient gravitational pull to make itself spherical.

—editor
In the May issue:  “Just so you’re aware of it

I’ll mention that visiting my websites might get
you placed on a ‘list’.” [Letters to the Editor,
page 3]  Wow!  I didn’t know that it was so easy
to be “listed.” — El Dorado Bob

 I might have been on a list since the days of
Nixon’s anti-pornography campaign.  Back
then, I sent him a return-addressed and signed
post card containing the message, “Dear Dick,
you can make it illegal but you can’t make it
unpopular.”  I didn’t make his Enemies List but
I might have been added to some other one.

Sometime during the early 2000’s, I sent a
letter to somebody, NSA I think, informing
them that I’d lost all of my email in a computer
crash, and requesting that they send me copies
of my messages, from their files.  I didn’t receive
a reply.  Maybe they put me on another list.

—editor
Hi Sam,

In following the example set forth by yourself
regarding taking hold of your identity...  I’d like
to henceforth be addressed on my mailings
from yourself (Newsletter) as [name withheld].
An anagram on my full and “proper name”....

Specifically this is how I would like to be ad-
dressed on future correspondences please
[name and address withheld] (Preferably with
the state name spelled in full and reluctantly
including the zip code out of sheer necessity
sometimes).

I know this seems like a silly, tedious and
pointless task, but it would mean much to me.
Thank you Sam.  For everything you do.  Keep
on keeping on.  Thank you in advance.  I hope
this letter finds you well.

A brother in arms,
—D. T., San Francisco, California

It’s possible that there will be a limit to how
long I’ll be able to retain control of my identity.
In the USA today, medical services are either
severely restricted or completely prohibited for
anyone who lacks government ID.  Many years
ago, in Idaho Falls, Idaho, after I was bit by a
dog, a local clinic refused to give me a tetanus
shot until the people in charge struck a deal
with somebody to fraudulently use a Social Se-
curity number that wasn’t mine.  Several years
later, in Show Low, Arizona, the various clinics
all refused to sell me a tetanus shot, for cash,
because I lacked a Social Security number.  In
Gainesville, Georgia, the people at the free clinic
refused to even talk to me because I lacked a
driver’s license.  Access is becoming more re-
stricted all the time.  Notice that, when you
walk in the front door, the first thing that the
receptionist demands is valid photo ID.  “Valid”
means issued by the government.

I’m more than 72 years old now, and my
health isn’t as good as was previously the case.
Poor health can sometimes be very painful.  It’s
possible that I might eventually be forced to
surrender to the authority of the government
due to the fascist death-grip that it has on ac-
cess to medical institutions. —editor
Sam

Great picture and great information sheet
[Insert, May issue].

May I reprint?
What do you mean “I travel on my right-of-

way”?
Sincerely,

—C. W., of Gramling, South Carolina
You may reprint the information sheet.  I re-

quest that you reprint it without any changes.
Also, it’s available for free download from the
website.

The doctrine behind the comment about trav-
eling on my right of way is presented in my es-
say Yield:  Right of Way.  The essay is available
in Pharos. —editor

http://frontiersman.org.uk/
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-04/2019-04.html#HAARP
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-04/2019-04.html#Alien_Abduction_Comment
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-04/2019-04.html#Alien_Abduction_Comment
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-05/2019-05.html#Listed
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-05/2019-05.html#Listed
http://frontiersman.org.uk/2019/2019-05/PDF_Files/Information_Sheet.pdf
http://pharos.org.uk/Rules_of_the_Road/Yield_Right_of_Way/Yield_Right_of_Way.html


Page 6 Frontiersman, c/o 4984 Peach Mountain Drive, Gainesville, Georgia  30507 June 2019
   http://frontiersman.org.uk/

Acknowledgments
My thanks to the following:  El Dorado Bob;

Betty;  Eric, of Ione, California;  and Brett, of
San Francisco, California. —editor
Websites

http://frontiersman.org.uk/
http://moonlight-flea-market.com/
http://pharos.org.uk/
http://sam-aurelius-milam-iii.org.uk/
http://sovereign-library.org.uk/

He’s a Hillbilly If....
Original Source Unknown.  Forwarded by Don G.
• He believes that the stock market has a
fence around it.
• More than one living relative is named after
a Southern Civil War general.
• He thinks that the O.J. trial was a Sunkist
vs. Minutemaid taste test. ∞

Blonde Replies
Original Source Unknown.  Forwarded by Don G.

A highway patrolman pulled alongside a car
on the freeway.  Glancing at the car, he was as-
tounded to see that the blonde behind the
wheel was knitting.  The trooper cranked down
his window, turned on his bullhorn, and yelled,
“Pull over!”

“No,” the blonde yelled back, “It’s a scarf!”
An executive was interviewing a young

blonde for a position in his company.  He
wanted to find out something about her per-
sonality, so he asked, “If you could have a con-
versation with anyone, living or dead, who
would it be?”

The blonde quickly responded, “The living
one.” ∞

Frontiersman
Availability — Assuming the availability of sufficient

funds, subscriptions to this newsletter in print, copies of
past issues in print, and copies of the website on CDs are
available upon request.  Funding for this newsletter is
from sources over which I don’t have any control, so it
might become necessary for me to terminate these offers
or to cancel one or more subscriptions at any time, with-
out notice.  All past issues are presently available for
free download at the internet address shown below.
Contributions are welcome.

Cancellations — If you don’t want to keep receiving
printed copies of this newsletter, then return your copy
unopened.  When I receive it, I’ll terminate your sub-
scription.

Reprint Policy — Permission is hereby given to repro-
duce this newsletter in its entirety or to reproduce mate-
rial from it, provided that the reproduction is accurate
and that proper credit is given.  I do not have the author-

ity to give permission to reprint material that I have re-
printed from other sources.  For that permission, you
must apply to the original source.  I would appreciate re-
ceiving a courtesy copy of any document or publication in
which you reprint my material.

Submissions — I consider letters, articles, and cartoons
for the newsletter, but I don’t pay for them.  Short items
are more likely to be printed.  I suggest that letters and
articles be shorter than 500 words but that’s flexible de-
pending on space available and the content of the piece.

Payment — This newsletter isn’t for sale.  If you want
to make a voluntary contribution, then I prefer cash or
U.S. postage stamps.  For checks or money orders, please
inquire.  You can use editor@frontiersman.org.uk for
PayPal payments.  In case anybody’s curious, I also ac-
cept gold, silver, platinum, etc.  I don’t accept anything
that requires me to provide ID to receive it.

—Sam Aurelius Milam III, editor
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I predict future happiness for Ameri-
cans if they can prevent the government
from wasting the labors of the people
under the pretense of taking care of
them.

—attributed to Thomas Jefferson

Nation in Distress
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